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Monet’s House & Garden at
Giverny

Renowned Impressionist painter, Claude Monet, was perhaps as much a

gardener as he was an artist. He is quoted as saying, “It’s maybe

because of flowers that I’ve become a painter.” To truly understand Monet

and his work, one must experience the garden masterpiece he created in

Giverny, France. Travelers on our journey, The Seine: Paris to Normandy,

have an opportunity to do just that.

Enchanted by views of the village Giverny while passing through on a

train, Monet determined to live there. Purchasing a two-story brick

farmhouse and its front-yard garden, he set about renovating it to suit his

own esthetics. Monet, with his wife Alice and their blended family of eight

children, moved into the house in 1893, and he lived there for more than

40 years.

The one hectare (2.5 acre) garden adjoining the house, known as Clos

Normand, flourished under Monet’s care. Originally, the grounds featured a

kitchen garden and orchard, flowerbeds enclosed by box hedges and a

broad central path lined with spruce and cypress trees.

Monet made significant changes; out came the box shrubs, and the apple

trees were uprooted. Despite objections from Alice, the spruces were also

cut down. He replaced these with thousands of flowers, ornamental cherry

and apricot trees, and metal archways draped in climbing roses embracing

the main path. Colorful blocks of tulips, daffodils, iris, peonies, nasturtiums

and more created a living palette.

The artist also transformed the house into the charming, colorful French-

country retreat that visitors see today. The walls of its spacious kitchen

gleam with blue Rouen tiles, accented by polished copper pots. The dining

room walls and furnishings glow in a cheerful butter yellow, enhanced by

red and white checkerboard floor tiles. Monet’s treasured Japanese prints

adorn the walls, while glass-fronted cabinets secure blue and yellow

dishware.

Also on the main floor, the blue sitting room provided space for reading,

entertaining, and gathering as a family. More Japanese woodblock prints
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grace its walls, while decorative red and white floor tiles add warmth to

the cool color scheme.

Monet’s studio fills another large room where he often welcomed guests,

art dealers and friends. Awash with light, hung with many of the master’s

paintings, and equipped with the artist’s own furniture and personal items,

one can almost imagine that Monet will at any moment enter and greet

you.

Upstairs are the bedrooms used by Monet, his wife Alice, and their

children. Monet’s room, where he died on December 5, 1926, overlooks

his cherished garden through three large windows. Paintings by his

Impressionist contemporaries adorn the walls.

But, the sight that lures most visitors to Monet’s home is the water

garden, immortalized in many of his later and best-known paintings such

as his Water Lilies series, comprising approximately 250 works. These

tranquil scenes can be found in museums around the world, including the

Musée d'Orsay and Musée de l’Orangerie in Paris.

In 1893, Monet acquired an adjoining parcel of land, separated from Clos

Normand by only a railway line. Diverting water from the river Epte, Monet

created his famous water garden, with a Japanese-style arched bridge

overhung by wisteria, and the pond filled with water lilies. Lush plantings of

bamboo, ginkgo and maple trees, shrubs and flowers created an outdoor

studio and served as the artist’s muse for decades, capturing its

voluptuous splendor in every mood and light.

The Fondation Claude Monet, a division of the Academie des Beaux

Arts, has painstakingly restored Monet’s house and garden to be as it was

when the artist lived and worked there. Each year, more than 400,000

visitors from around the world come to experience the serene beauty that

inspired so many of Monet’s paintings.
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